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JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 1 
50th National Convention 2 

National Council Meeting 3 

Salt Lake City, UT 4 

August 1, 2019 5 

 6 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS AMENDMENT FORM 7 

 8 
NOTE: The proposed amendment must be submitted on this form.  It may be prepared on a computer or by hand. 9 

 10 
Part 1.  This is an amendment to the (CONSTITUTION / BYLAWS) of the Japanese American Citizens 11 

 (underline one) 12 

League (ADDING/AMENDING) Article(s) Addendum Section(s) 1, 2, and 3 relating to the Japanese  13 

 14 

American Creed, Slogan, and Hymn. 15 
   16 

Part 2.  ARTICLE(S) Addendum SECTION(S) 1, 2, and 3 of the (CONSTITUTION / BYLAWS)  17 

  (underline one) 18 

of the Japanese American Citizens League is (ADDED/AMENDED) to read as follows: 19 

 (underline one) 20 

ADDENDUM: CREED, SLOGAN, HYMN 21 

SECTION 1. Creed 22 

"The Japanese American Creed" by Mike M. Masaoka, as read in the United States Senate Chamber by 23 

Senator Elbert D. Thomas of Utah and printed in the Congressional Record, May 9, 1941, shall be the 24 

official Creed of this organization. 25 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CREED 26 

I am proud that I am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, for my very background makes me 27 

appreciate more fully the wonderful advantage of this nation. I believe in her institutions, ideals, and 28 

traditions; I glory in her heritage; I boast of her history; I trust in her future. She has granted me 29 

liberties and opportunities such as no individual enjoys in this world today. She has given me an 30 

education befitting kings. She has entrusted me with the responsibilities of the franchise. She has 31 

permitted me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak, and act as I please as a free 32 

man equal to every other man.  33 

Although some individuals may discriminate against me, I shall never become bitter or lose faith, for I 34 

know that such persons are not representative of the majority of the American people. True, I shall do all 35 

in my power to discourage such practices; but I shall do it in the American way; above board, in the 36 

open, through courts of law, by education, by proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and 37 

consideration. I am firm in my belief that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play will judge 38 

citizenship on the basis of action and achievement and not on the basis of physical characteristics. 39 

Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and because I have received innumerable 40 

benefits from her, I pledge myself to do honor to her at all times and in all places, to support her 41 

Constitution; to obey her laws; to respect her Flag; to defend her against all enemies foreign or 42 
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domestic; to actively assume my duties and obligations as a citizen, cheerfully and without any 43 

reservations whatsoever, in the hope that I may become a better American in a greater America. 44 

SECTION 2. Slogan 45 

The slogans of this organization shall be "Security Through Unity" and "For Better Americans in a 46 

Greater America", as proposed by Sumio Miyamoto and Mike M. Masaoka, respectively. 47 

SECTION 3. "JACL Hymn" 48 

The "JACL Hymn" with words by Marion Tajiri and music by Marcel J.Tyrell, has been officially 49 

adopted by the National Council. 50 

JACL HYMN 51 

There was a dream my father dreamed for me 52 

A land in which all men are free 53 

 Then desert camp with watch-towers high 54 

 Where life stood still, ‘mid sand and brooding sky 55 

 Out of the war in which my brothers died 56 

 Their muted voices with mine cried 57 

 This is our dream that all men shall be free 58 

 This is our creed we’ll live in loyalty 59 

 God help us rid the land of bigotry 60 

 That we may walk in peace and dignity 61 

 62 
 Note:  Strike through text to indicate any deletions to the current language; underline any new language. 63 
 64 
Part 3.  ARTICLE(S) _____, SECTION(S) ______ (IS/ARE) renumbered as _________ respectively.    65 

     (indicate one) 66 

 67 

Part 4.  This amendment shall become effective (IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS ADOPTION / AS OF 68 

            (underline one) 69 

____________________________). 70 
               (State proposed date) 71 

 72 

Part 5. Sponsor:    Dated:    73 
  (Optional)   Chapter Name / Youth Rep          Month/Date/Year 74 

Sponsor by:    E-mail:   75 
 Printed Name (individual) 76 

Signed:     Title:    77 
 Signature  78 
 79 

Part 6. Moved:  Midwest District Council  Dated: 05/30/2019  80 
                   (Required) District Council - National Youth/Student Council - National Board Month/Date/Year 81 

Moved by:  Toshiki Masaki  E-mail: tbm0306@live.com 82 
 Printed Name (individual) 83 

Signed:     Title:  MDC Governor 84 
 Signature  85 
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 86 

Part 7.  Name the designated contact person authorized to communicate with the Constitution & Bylaws 87 

Committee in order to discuss changes: 88 

Name:    Eric Langowski E-mail:  erhlango@gmail.com  Tel:    89 

 90 

 91 

Part 8.  Will there be any fiscal impact associated with implementation of this amendment?  (YES / NO)  92 
              (indicate one) 93 
 94 

Part 9.  Rationale (Provide a concise explanation of the reasons/background for the proposed change)  95 

 96 

This change is necessitated because the Creed, Hymn, and Slogan are out of the purview of the JACL 97 

Constitution and Bylaws. The Constitution and Bylaws should serve as governing documents for the 98 

organization and not include position statements or other political statements. Therefore, this amendment 99 

will remove the addendum to the Bylaws including the Creed, Slogan, and Hymn. 100 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

 This form must be accompanied by a completed Fiscal Impact Statement 

when submitted for formal review unless you indicate in Part 8 that there 

will be no fiscal impact. 

 This form cannot be used to propose a bylaw amendment without notice. 

 Please review your completed proposal to ensure that it strictly complies 

with all procedures in the Constitution & Bylaws Committee memo. 

 Please ensure that Parts 5 and 6 of electronic copies conform exactly to 

any hard copy which is filed.  Insert signature image on signature lines or 

type “/s/” on signature lines to signify that the hard copy bears a signature. 


